
PTO Meeting Minutes – October 5, 2011  
9:10AM, Hillside Elementary School 
 
 
In Attendance 
Kristin Becket, Diane Cohle, Cherie Cremer, Juliette Hyson, Mindy Katz, Jen Kleppe, Heather Mariano, 
Jen Marsala, Darcy McGroarty, Kevin Pechin, Meg Rafter, Ann Simpson, Jessica Sontag, Meghan Wilmot 
 
Approval of Minutes 
The minutes were approved from the September 6, 2011 PTO Meeting 
 

Principal’s Report – Diane Cohle 

• It has been a busy September. Thanks for coming to the four curriculum meetings. It’s good to 
see the teachers in action and to show what they are all about. 

• Thanks to the PTO for:  Van Go, Innisbrook, the costume sale, Walk to School Day, health 
screenings, Handels, Pride Day, the first grade weather show, and Hillside’s 50

th 
anniversary 

celebration. 

• ERBs are this week. Next week should be back to the routine 

• Mrs. Nagle is starting a Phillies reading program. 

• Friday is the first spirit day. It is Phillies Day and is the start of the reading program. 

 

President’s Report – Kristin Becket and Meghan Wilmot 

• At the PTO presidents’ meeting, they discussed bonding insurance questions. Officers need to be 
(and are) bonded for insurance. Drivers for dental clinics need background checks. There will be 
redistricting at Devon Elementary; they will look at the numbers in January. The redistricting 
probably won’t occur next year; it may possibly occur the following school year. The budget was a 
big part of the discussion at the PTO presidents’ meeting, especially the earned income tax credit 
for the school district. Kristin encouraged people to go to the school board meetings. Policy 
issues regarding renting facilities:  The same regulations are in place as last year. It will change in 
the future, but no decisions have been made yet. There was also discussion regarding Blue 
Ribbon Schools. 

• We have two quotes to fix the audio system in the cafeteria. Both are around $2300. Kristin will 
talk to Mr. Haines about details before we vote. 

• We got an apology from FLITE because they did not come to Curriculum Night. They would like 
to advertise at Movie Night. Mrs. Cohle and Mr. Pechin both said OK. 

   

VP Membership and School Services – Pam Emel (not present) 

• Mindy Katz talked about Earth Day. She would like to pump up the Reuse-a-Shoe program this 
year. She wants to get the word out more about the Reduce-Reuse-Recycle program. She also 
have a “Trash the Trash Day” – where we encourage kids to bring lunch without paper products.  

 

VP Fundraising – Darcy McGroarty 

• Parent Social Planning Meeting – Wednesday, October 12 at 7:30PM. All are welcome. (The 
parent social is a big fundraising event, and will be held on February 11, 2012.) 



• Costume Sale dates:   
Thursday, October 6 from 3-6PM in the Hillside lobby 
Friday, October 21, beginning at 5PM and running throughout Pizza Bingo at Conestoga HS. 

• Kidstuff Books are coming in early November. 

• Innisbrook orders were due October 3; Darcy doesn’t have the numbers yet on that. 

• Any ideas on drumming up Market Day orders? Mindy Katz said that profits are down a lot. 
People don’t really see the posters that are put up. Sheets go home, and they will put info in the 
Highlights.  

• TD Bank Affinity Program is in flux. The person in charge of the program has left. Darcy will 
pursue it again in a couple weeks, when they have a new person in charge at the bank. 

• We have received over $3000 so far this year for the PTO Sponsor Program. 

 

VP Cultural Arts – Juliette Hyson 

• October 17 – Illustrator Mark Kistler will be visiting Hillside and teaching kids to draw. Juliette will 
xerox and bring special sheets to the classes for them to use. Mark is fabulous. We have 
received about 35 book orders for his books. 

• November 8 – author Patricia Polacco is coming to Hillside. The book order is in the Hillside 
Highlights now. Lots of people are working on getting ready for her day. She is an unforgettable 
presenter. A luncheon is being planned for her, as well as decorations. We have book plates to 
put in all the books (instead of a signature).  

• There is a writing professor at Bryn Mawr who has done some great workshops on writing and 
reading. We may want to work with her over the long term. Mrs. Cohle said that Juliette can talk 
to Mrs. Nagle and Charlene, who is on the district writing committee. 

• Later addition from Juliette (she forgot to mention this at the meeting):  There is a correction to 
the date for the Talent Show auditions. The auditions will be on Thursday, November 3. Christa 
will send papers home in backpacks this week. 

 



VP Social Functions – Jen Kleppe 

• The fall movie night has been approved as a fundraiser for FLITE. The cost is $5 per child. It will 
be held on Friday, November 18, is for 3

rd
 and 4

th
 graders, and the movie Despicable Me will be 

shown. Pizza will be served. Susan Hirschman would like to get together to discuss volunteering 
needs.  

• The proceeds from the spring movie night will go to the PTO. The spring movie night will be for 
kindergarten through second grade, and the movie will be Finding Nemo. 

• Open House went well. We need a chairperson for Open House for next year. 

• Pizza Bingo is on Friday, October 21. They need lots of volunteers. Conestoga Key Club may be 
able to help. Mr. Pechin mentioned a pizza program from Papa John’s that they could check out. 

 

Secretary – Jen Marsala 

• Thank you notes are being passed around from the teachers, for the money that the PTO gave 
them. 

• Interschool Council Report (on behalf of Kristen Kirk Mayock and Andrea Rountree) - The ISC 
reviewed two drafts of the school calendar for the 2012-2013 school year:  Draft A in which 
school starts for students before Labor Day, and Draft B in which school starts for students after 
Labor Day. The School Board’s Education Committee appears to be leaning toward a 
recommendation of Draft B (starting after Labor Day). There was a Power Point presentation at 
the ISC meeting regarding the May 2011 Algebra 1 Keystone Exam, T/E students fared very well. 
87% of T/E students demonstrated proficiency on the exam, as compared with only 39% of 
students across the state demonstrating proficiency.  

• ARCH (on behalf of Karen Celebuski) – ARCH is offering a number of webinars in November. A 
handout with details is on each table. 

 

Treasurer – Meg Rafter 

• The budget has gone out for the 2011-2012 school year. We have had to put money out for 
fundraisers, but the profits should start coming in. 

 

New Business 

• We need to decide how to handle new additions for the directory (families who are new to the 
school, who move during the year, etc.) Kristin and Meghan will ask what other schools do with 
this information, but it was proposed that we send out a half-sheet of paper about every two 
months with any changes.  

 

Announcements and Additional Comments: 

• Mr. Pechin said that the 50
th
 Anniversary Celebration went well. 

• We are trying to switch the days and times of the PTO meetings to accommodate more people so 
that they can come. We are already holding some meetings on Tuesdays, and some on 
Wednesdays. People have liked evening meetings, and we are working on having some evening 
meetings. The next PTO will be held on Tuesday, November 1. It is currently scheduled for 
9:10AM, but may be changed to an evening meeting. More details to follow in the Highlights. 


